SPEECH THERAPIST VOLUNTEER IN POKHARA

For the ACSG (Autism Care Society Gandaki), our day care center for children and youngsters with autism in Pokhara (Nepal), we are urgently looking for an enthusiastic, experienced speech therapist. The ideal candidate should have time and resources to volunteer at the day care center and stay in Nepal for a longer period of time (at least for a few months). 

Key responsibilities are:
1. Provide speech therapy sessions to the children 
2. Work with the children during one-on-one table work sessions
3. Collaborate closely with the teachers who are in charge of training and working with the children
4. Transfer Speech Training skills to the other teachers/trainers and parents of the children

Requirements:
1. Excellent knowledge of the English language and speech therapy in English
2. Certificate of Good Conduct 
3. Affinity with autism spectrum related complications is a plus. 
4. Abiding by the regulations of ACSG during their stay in the center.
5. 6-Day workweek from 10:30am – 2:30pm

Costs and Services for the volunteer
· Housing facility in Pokhara, either in a hotel room or an apartment. A hotel room would cost 80-100 EUR per week (without food) and 130 – 150 EUR per week (with food) and a well-furnished, decorated, hygienic and comfortable flat could be obtained for around 25,000 to 35,000 Nepalese Rupees per month (190 to 230 EUR per month). 
· General cost of living in Pokhara is around 25 EUR (2500-3500 Rupees) per day.
· Cost of Transportation to Pokhara, Nepal
· Free lunch at the Day Care Center
· Free WiFi at the Day Care Center

More information about the position
Ber van der Stegen, Project Sponsor
Amsterdam, the Netherlands
bervanderstegen@gmail.com
Mob. +31 6-11266814

Mukunda Lamsal, Chairman of ACSG
Pokhara, Nepal
lamsalms@gmail.com 
Mob. +977 985 602 1823

[bookmark: _Hlk160441545]If you want to know more about the day care center, see profile below or check out this Facebook link. 
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Autism Care Society Gandaki (ACSG)
Pokhara, Nepal

Established 2019

Improve the lives of children and youngsters with autism and make them
inclusive members of the Nepalese society

Day Care for around 25 children (4-12 years old) and youngsters (> 12 years) where
they receive —together with their parents - individual and group therapies and
training

Parent Child Training Program (PCTP) to learn parents adequately deal with their
child's special behavior. In total 140 parents have been trained

Educate professionals (paramedical students, nurses, teachers) to increase their
understanding of autism and autistic people in their (future) work environment

Create awareness about autism in the broader society to make it more accessible
and inclusive to children and youngsters with autism

Plans 24/ Hire occupational and speech therapist
Develop daytime (occupational) activity program for youngsters
Outreach Aid Program to villages in Baglung and Parbat

Fun Nepal Foundationand Wilde Ganzen
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Autism in NEPAL

Prevalence

Perception

Support

Numbers are increasing. One in 36 people in Nepal live with an autistic
spectrum disorder (based on latest available estimation from 2020)

Autism is still a big taboo in Nepal:
Shame with parents => Self-blame, Stress in family
Lack of knowledge in broader society => No school, work participation

Misdiagnosis by medical professionals => Wrong treatment

No knowledge and resources:

Lack of professionals, awareness, training, therapies, medical treatment
as part of a comprehensive approach

Very limited support and funding (if any) by national, provincial or local
authorities

Only few privately funded initiatives, for example in Kathmandu and
Pokhara
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